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Nancy McClements started us off suggesting I Capture the Castle by Dodie Smith, the tale of an English family living in a castle in the 1930’s which is quirky and very fun.  She also offered Time Traveler’s Wife by Audrey Niffenegger about a time traveler living in Chicago and working at the Newberry Library.  And for those of us who like stories, Interpreter of Maladies by Jhumpa Lahiri, a collection about East Asian Indians living in the United States:  “each story has a tug.”
Kirsten Houtman gave us nonfiction choices:  The Cruelest Journey: 600 Miles to Timbuktu, the tale of a journey on a raft by Kira Salak; Toast: The Story of a Boy’s Hunger, a dysfunctional childhood with a lot of humor by Nigel Slater; Silenced Cry: One Woman’s  Diary of a Journey to Afghanistan, by  Anna Tortajada which despite its bleak title is not quite so dark and has us meeting some wonderful resilient people; An Embarrassment of Mangoes: A Caribbean Interlude by Ann Vanderhoof, where a husband and wife sail in the Caribbean for a year; Another Bullshit Night in Suck City by Nick Flynn, another dysfunctional childhood that becomes the tale of the son working in a homeless shelter in which his father comes to live.  

This last reminded Kirsten of another title: Candy and Me: A Love Story by Hilary Liftin, which covers the author's experiences and addiction to candy.  The chapters are each about a different kind of candy.
Michele Besant offered more nonfiction: The Life of Poetry by Muriel Rukeyser, written in the late 1940’s it speaks to many of the issues of connection and hope in times of war; Warrior Poet: A Biography of Audre Lorde  by  Alexis De Veaux and Alice Walker: A Life by Evelyn White.  Both of the biographies besides being compelling life stories offer insights into ‘70’s and ‘80’s feminism and will send you back to the subjects’ own works.

Ann Clark mixed nonfiction and fiction: Love at Goon Park by Deborah Blum, the story of Harry Harlow's studies on love; Population 485 by Michael Perry, about the life of an EMT in small town Wisconsin, a world we don't usually see full of comedy and tragedy; Cloud Atlas by David Mitchell, a series of interconnected stories across several centuries that have varied styles, culminating in a vision for the future.  
Thinking of time, Kathy Rohde offered  Einstein’s Dreams by Alan Lightman in which each chapter presents a different idea of what time is.  She also suggested if we needed a good laugh that The funny thing is... by Ellen Degeneres really is funny.
Cheryl Becker hopped us into the movies and strongly recommended we all make sure to see Hotel Rwanda, the acting is “fabulous” and you will care about all the people and believe the changes in the main character.

Vicky Topp gave an intriguing plug for Known World by Edward Jones.  This Pulitzer Prize winner is a story about Black slaveholders in Virginia that examines the slaveholder mentality and cruelty.  It moves all over time—and at the end a quilt plays a role.  She also suggested an “easy read history”:  Founding Brothers by Joseph Ellis looks at the characters in the US Revolutionary times and illustrates that maybe politics have always been nasty in this country.
Mary Knapp highlighted titles coming up for book discussions at MPL that she enjoyed.  Please Don’t Come Back from the Moon by Dean Bakopoulos is about working class families in Detroit when all the fathers disappear.  The Ha-Ha by Dave King tells a compelling story about Vietnam vet who can’t speak and his interactions with the son of an ex girlfriend whom he cares for while the women is gone.  Tim Tyson’s Blood Done Sign My Name will also be featured.

A couple of book group favorites: Devil in the White City by Erik Larson, the tale of a serial killer in the time of the World’s Fair in Chicago, and Truth and Beauty by Ann Patchett, the story of her friendship with Lucy Grealy, the author of Autobiography of a Face. 
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